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The race for the presidency in Colombia is going down to the wire, with the two leading candidates
running nearly even in public opinion polls. The tight race between the two front-runners has left
all other presidential candidates virtually out of the running. As the May 29 election approaches,
Ernesto Samper of the ruling Liberal Party (Partido Liberal), and Andres Pastrana, from the
Conservative Party (Partido Conservador), are practically tied in the polls. For example, poll results
released on May 9 by the Centro Nacional de Consultoria (CNC) indicated that Samper has the
support of 47% of potential voters, against 44% for Pastrana. Other polls put Pastrana slightly ahead
of Samper.
The CNC poll and others taken recently coincide in their assessment that no candidate will win
more than 50% of the votes on May 29, thus forcing a runoff election, which would be held on July
19. The CNC poll indicated that Samper would win in the second round of balloting, with 50%
compared to 46% for Pastrana. Poll results published in early May by the Yankelovich polling firm
projected an even closer race in the first round: 42.9% for Samper and 42% for Pastrana. In the
Yankelovich poll, the second round would be a virtual dead heat with 45.4% for Samper and 45.3%
for Pastrana.
As the race between Samper and Pastrana has narrowed during the past few weeks, other
candidates have seen their percentages in the polls dwindle. In third place, now with less than 3%
of voter intentions, is Antonio Navarro Wolff, former leader of the M-19 guerrilla group. Navarro
heads the presidential ticket for the Alianza Democratica M-19 (ADM-19). Until recently, the
ADM-19 seemed well-positioned to establish itself as an alternative to the traditional power- lock on
politics by Colombia's Liberal and Conservative parties. In elections held in 1991, under Navarro's
leadership, ADM-19 candidates won nine of the 103 Senate seats and 13 of 159 seats in the House of
Representatives. At that time, polls looking ahead at potential presidential candidates gave Navarro
20% of voter approval. However, since then, the ADM-19 has suffered a series of setbacks.
In congressional elections held in March of this year, the ADM-19 was soundly defeated, losing all
of its seats in the Senate and holding onto just two seats in the House. That defeat has led to a split
within the ADM-19, further undermining Navarro's presidential bid. In early May, a group of union
leaders and former guerrillas affiliated with the ADM-19 announced their participation in a citizens'
movement called the Alliance for Colombia, which has endorsed Samper's candidacy. The Alliance
comprises 35 grassroots groups, including former guerrillas from the Ejercito Popular de Liberacion
(EPL), teachers, and church and indigenous organizations.
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